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Santa Margarita Catholic High School 
students:  Nicole Ahmed, Aria Bendix, 
Ryan Bernardo, Eric Bishop, Kyle Eckert, 
Evan Engel, Elena Gianotas, Donovan 
Higbee, Cameron Hume, Alexandra 
Kubiak, Matthew Macdonald, Karmyn 
McKnight, Kian Mehrazarin, Alexandra 
Murray, Jordan Rainone, Haley Salmon, 
Alexandra Salvatore, Camille Seibel and 
Clare Wernet took the 2009 Preliminary 
PSAT/National Merit Scholarship Quali-
fying Test and met requirements to enter 
the 2011 National Merit Scholarship Pro-
gram. With a Selection Index score of 201 
or above, each of these students is among 

SMCHS is proud to announce that 19 junior students were recognized by the National Merit 
Scholarship Program after meeting the requirements based on their SAT scores.

the 50,000 highest-scoring participants of 
some 1.5 million-program entrants. 

 The National Merit Scholarship Cor-
poration, a nonprofit organization that op-
erates without government assistance, was 
established in 1955 specifically to conduct 
the National Merit Program. Scholarships 
are underwritten by NMSC with its own 
funds and by approximately 500 busi-
ness organizations and higher education 
organizations that share NMSC’s vision. 
NMSC’s goal is to honor the nation’s 
scholastic champions and encourage the 
pursuit of academic excellence.

It all started last summer when Wes 
Hartman, a 16-year-old Trabuco Canyon 
resident, came up with a grand vision to 
create a school landmark for his Eagle 
Project. It was no easy task, but with 
9 months in planning, 90 volunteers 
over four Saturdays totaling 350 hours 
of service, it was finally completed on 
May 1st. 

When Wes, linebacker for the Mission 
Viejo Varsity High School football team, 
approached the school about the landmark 
project they were very supportive. But due 
to budget constraints they were not able to 
donate funds to the project, but they were 
able to donate the Mission Viejo turf logo 

Wes Hartman

from the old football field.
“The tree stumps were the biggest 
(Please see EAGLE PROJECT, page 25)

May 8th, the Canyon Chapter of the National Charity 
League, Inc. held their Annual Senior Presentation for the 
Class of 2010 at the Doubletree Hotel. Fourteen young women 
were honored for their contributions to their communities; 
they worked over 6,000 volunteer hours over the six years of 
service with the organization.

These National Charity League, Inc. Canyon Chapter 
members are seniors in high school from: Coto de Caza, Dove 
Canyon, Ladera Ranch, Lake Forest, Las Flores, Trabuco, 
Foothill Ranch, Mission Viejo and Rancho Santa Margarita. 
The 2010 chairwomen of the Senior Presentation Pat Ruiz 
and Maureen Watson and Senior Presentation Advisor Alicia 
Reyes worked long hours with their committee preparing for 
the event to create a memorable evening for all attending.

National Charity League, Inc. is an organization that 
fosters mother-daughter relationships through philanthropic 

The National Charity League Canyon Chapter Class 
Of 2010 are: Julia Garland, Jessica Gosper, Emily 
Haines, Ariana Reza, Rachel Lex, Monica Baker, 
Cloe Peralez, Samantha Goff, Sarah Wallstrom, 
Nichole Reyes, Allison Adams, Elise Lorenz, Haley 
Pennington and Christen Summers.

services to the community, leadership development 
and cultural experiences. They are responsible, dedi-
cated and skilled volunteers actively engaged in local 
community service. For more information about the 
National Charity League, Inc., Canyon Chapter, please 
visit www.nclcanyon.org.
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MOMS Club of Coto de Caza If you are a resident of 
Coto de Caza, please visit momsclubcotodecaza@
gmail.com.

MOMS Club of Foothill Ranch For information visit 
fhrmomsclub@hotmail.com.

MOMS Club of RSM / North  For information visit www.
momsclubrsm.com.

MOMS Club of RSM / South If you are a resident of 
Las Flores, Tijeras Creek or RSM / South and need club 
information, contact Stacey Detrich, VP of Membership, 
at (949) 338-0945 of visit www.momsclubrsm.org.

MOMS Club of Trabuco Canyon If you are a resident of 
Dove Canyon, Robinson Ranch, Trabuco Highlands, 
Walden or Rancho Cielo / e-mail: trabucomoms@
gmail.com.

The MOMS Club is a national non-profit group 
whose main objective is to support at-home 
mothers. The organization offers a wide variety 
of activities throughout each month including: 
Park Day, Lunch Bunch, Field Trips, Mom’s Night 
Out, Service Projects, and much more. Please 
see the list below for local contact number in 
your area for more detailed information.

Local MOMS Clubs

6_10

5_10

challenge in the project. The City of Mission Viejo came 
and cut the stump down so that we could finish the proj-
ect,” said Hartman. Wes had an idea that people in the 
community would be willing to help donate if they knew 
his plan and they did just that. All resources and services 
were generously donated by Synthetic Lawns Concept, DJ 
Gregg Services, Waste Management, Home Depot (MV), 
Trabuco Canyon Water Dist., Jersey Mikes Subs (MV) 
and McDonalds (MV).

Jim Taylor from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints leads Troop 752 as the Venturer Crew Leader. He 
said, “We have done ambitious projects from our troop in 
the past but I think this one is literally king of the hill. This 
is a commercial style project that would be a challenge 
for people in the industry. Wes pulled the materials, labor 
and schedules together to make this happen.”

The Mission Viejo High School landmark will be seen by 
every sporting event held in the school’s stadium. It will 
be a permanent landmark to the school to be enjoyed 
for years to come thanks to Wes Hartman.

eagle project (continued from page 22)

With summer rapidly approaching, many families 
are deciding which Swim Teams to join. Many factors 
go into this decision. Costs, scheduling, competition, 
and most importantly, will the kids enjoy it?  For 
those parents still deciding, Coto Fins is your answer. 
What is the Coto Fins? The Coto Fins Swim Club 
is a brand new team out of the Coto Valley Country 
Club for kids ages 5 to 14. With a staff that includes 
coaches who have experience teaching swim lessons 
in the RSM area for the past 11 years, kids are sure 
to enjoy their time in the water while also receiving 
top of the line instruction. 

Unlike other swim clubs, your child is not a 
number here. With a swimmer-to-coach ratio of 
8-1, each swimmer will receive individualized in-
struction from our outstanding coaches. Practices 
will focus on development in all strokes (freestyle, 
backstroke, breaststroke and butterfly), starts and 
turns and breathing techniques.  

Head Coach of the Fins, Grant, is looking forward 
to an exciting first season this summer. “My goal is 
to make this an awesome experience for the kids. I 
want them to learn as much as possible but also have 
a great time doing it. I hope that they come out of it 
loving swimming as much as I do,” stated Grant. 

Owner, Chris Ansevin, is confident that the Fins 
will provide the best swim team experience that you 
can find in the area. “Fins have the lowest prices 
around, a schedule that doesn’t force families to 
commit too much time and an unparalleled coaching 
staff, it’s a no brainer!” 

So if you’re looking for a top of the notch program 
to get your kids started into the world of swimming, 
look no further. For more information about the 
program and to get your children signed up, call 
Kelly in the office at (949) 587-1489.

by Stacey Stanter




